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Study Questions – Bible Events/Stories
Setting:
1. In what type of literature does this event/story appear (i.e., Poetry, prophecy, history, letters, etc.)?   Is this event/story fiction or non-fiction?

2. Does this event/story appear in another Bible text?  Is it referenced by a New Testament author or Jesus?  If yes, does the other text provide additional information or perspective?

3. Where does the event/story take place? What country? What region? What city? Does the location hold special religious, political, or social significance?
4. Describe the location’s topographical nature (i.e., mountain, field, valley, water, etc.)?

Characters:

5. Who are the main characters in this event/story?

6. What nationalities are represented?

7. What occupations are represented?

8. What religions are represented? What god(s) does each group worship?
Events/Activities:

9. Note the five most important events/activities that take place in this story, identify the character(s) that contribute to that event, and note whether it is good or bad.
    Event/Activity


       Individual/Group

       Good/Bad
_____________________________
   ______________________________    ________
_____________________________
   ______________________________    ________
_____________________________     ______________________________    ________
_____________________________
   ______________________________    ________
_____________________________
   ______________________________    ________
10. What attitudes or priorities influenced the character(s) decisions/behaviors?

11. What did the character(s) hope to accomplish? Did the character(s) succeed?
12. Were the characters condemned or honored?

13. Were any actions/behavior commanded by God? If yes, why?
14. Were any events/activities accomplished by divine intervention? Which ones and why?

Items (Objects, Tools, etc.):
15. What items appear in this story?  How is each used?

16. Are any “good” items used for evil? Are any “evil” items used for good?

17. Is any item used in a strange fashion? If yes, what is the significance?
18. Does any item produce an unexpected or extraordinary result? If yes, what?
Outcomes and Themes:
19. What are the immediate consequences for the people/groups involved in this event/story? What are the long-term consequences for the people/groups involved in this event/story? 

20. Are there any speeches included in the event/story?  Who gives the speech?  Is there any indication that God initiated the speech? Who is the speech addressing? What are the primary points of the speech?
21. What does this event/story teach us about God, creation, or God’s interaction with Creation?

22. What are the primary themes addressed in the context of this event/story?

23. Where else does the Bible speak about each theme? How does each text contribute to our understanding of each theme?
Application:

24. Does this text implicitly or explicitly expect a specific personal response?
25. What warnings are given in this text? What are the rules associated with the warning(s)? 

26. What promises are given in this text? What are the rules associated with the promise(s)? 

27. Which of the attitudes, priorities, or desires illustrated in this event/story are most likely to cause you to stumble?

28. In what ways do people today tend to model the good and bad attitudes, priorities, and behaviors that are illustrated in this event/story? 

29. What things does this event/story teach us that we should do? What things does this event/story teach us that we should not do?

30. What is the “Bottom Line” of this sermon? What is the one practical take away? What can you do in the next seven days to act upon this take away?

31. What can you do in the next seven days to act upon this take away?
32. Are there historical facts that would help you better understand any parts of the message?
33. What questions are raised by this text?
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