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Study Questions – Bible Parables
Context:

1. Who is presenting the parable?

2. Who is in the audience?  What do we know about the audience?
3. When is the teaching taking place?
4. Where is the teaching taking place?

5. Is this text stand-alone or part of a larger teaching event? 
6. Is the speaker responding to a specific question, statement, or event? If yes, what?
Content:

7. In what location is the parable set?

8. Who are the main characters in this parable?
9. Note the five most important events/activities that take place in this story, identify the character(s) that contribute to that event, and note whether it is good or bad.
    Event/Activity


       Individual/Group

       Good/Bad
_____________________________
   ______________________________    ________
_____________________________
   ______________________________    ________
_____________________________     ______________________________    ________
_____________________________
   ______________________________    ________
_____________________________
   ______________________________    ________
10. What items (i.e., objects, tools, etc.) appear in this parable?

11. Are there any cause and effect relationships in this parable? What is the significance?
12. Are there any unusual results that take place in this parable? What is the significance?
13. What are the good and bad results described in this parable? 

14. Describe the desires, attitudes, and/or priorities exhibited by the main characters. Are they God-honoring?
15. Are there any speeches, pronouncements, or commands included in the parable? What do they represent?  How can they be applied to your life?  Are there other parables or Bible passages that provide similar speeches, commands, or explanations?

Interpretation:

16. Does the biblical writer record an explicit explanation of the parable? If yes, where? If no, how does the broad context contribute to your understanding of the parable?

17. Identify each character, items, places, etc. and note what each represents.
  Characters/Items/Places


      Represents Who/What


_________________________________
    _________________________________    
_________________________________   
    _________________________________    
_________________________________    
    _________________________________    
_________________________________
    _________________________________    
_________________________________
    _________________________________    
18. Are there other parables or Bible passages that recount the same parable? If yes, where? What are the similarities? What are the differences?
19. Is there historical information that would help you better understand the intended message?
20. What warnings are given in this text?  What are the rules associated with the warning(s)? 
21. What promises are given in this text?   What are the rules associated with the promise(s)? 
22. What are the primary themes that can be drawn out of this parable?  Where else does the Bible speak to each theme?
23. What is the “Bottom Line” of this parable?

Application:

24. Does this parable expect that we respond in a specific way? 
25. How do your attitudes, priorities, desires, or behaviors compare to those seen in the parable?   How have these affected your life, relationships, etc.?
26. What is the one practical take away from this text?  What can I do in the next seven days to act upon this take away?
27. What questions does this passage raise?
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