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Quiz Answers: 1) Genesis 2)Nosh 3) Tower of Babel 4)Romans 223 5)Luke &) Mathew, Mark, Luke, 3nd Jom 7)" Ifwe confess our sins, He i aithful and ighieous to forgive us our sins
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Bible Time
     If you are reading this, you should have already progressed through the Foundation for You document and, thus, probably have a fairly structured approach to the Bible.  You probably read it fairly regularly.  You likely have a scheduled time during the day to read the Word.  You may have some study resources that you use to go deeper in your study.  You might even have a network of people with whom you study the Bible.  And even with such a good foundation in place, you have come to the realization that there can be more to your use of the Bible than you are currently experiencing.
     This desire for deeper interaction with the Word of God is a sign that you are maturing spiritually.  It indicates that you have reached the admirable place where you begin to know what you don’t know.  And worse, you begin to recognize that what you don’t know far outweighs what you do know.  This realization can be both exciting and frustrating.  There is a lot of information just waiting to be discovered and you already have the foundational disciplines in place to begin the data-mining process.  Unfortunately, there are also challenges that stand between you and deeper biblical understanding.   
     The following information is designed to help you overcome this tension and help you take the next step in your study and application of the Bible.  Start by assessing your current patterns and practice.  How regularly do you spend time in the Word?  How much time do you dedicate when you study?  What do you actually do in those times?  After you have a base-line established, decide what you need to do to move beyond that point.  Describe the kind of experience you want to achieve.  Make a list of goals.  And, of course, spend time praying through the process so that God can be an active participant in your planning and efforts.

Reading

     It might seem that reading is not worth talking about at this point.  After all, does a person not have to read to even begin to engage the Bible?  The answer, of course, is yes but it is that very point that makes it so important to think about your reading habits up front.  Taking the next step in your understanding and application of God’s Word will require you to make some fundamental changes in the way you read the Bible.
     First, take a week or two to track your reading patterns.  Make a log book and spend time each evening recording whether or not you spent dedicated time reading the Bible.  Note how much time was devoted to reading.  Keep track of the texts that you read.  Describe your motivation for reading the particular passage.  Identify the places and times of day that you chose to read the Word.  
     The information you compile over the course of the week will help you identify opportunities to become more intentional in your time reading the Bible.  All of the factors listed above can be modified to make your time in the Word more productive.  Think through the list and ask the following questions related to each factor:  1) What factors negatively affect this area?  2) Is there a way that this area can be increased?  3) Is there a way that I can more intentionally invite God into this area?  4) Is there a way that I can become more strategic in this area?   
Understanding
     There are three primary parts to what we generally refer to as understanding.  The first aspect is knowledge.  Knowledge is data that has been categorized and stored in the brain and which can be recalled.  The second part of understanding is context.  Context is the broader meaning in which specific data resides.  It is a close cousin to perspective.  The third part of understanding is described as significance.  Significance has to do with the importance of a particular piece of information.  When all three are combined, you achieve understanding.  And as is true with most things, your understanding can be described as existing at some point on a continuum.  It is not like knowledge, which you either have or you do not have.  Understanding increases as the three former parts increase.
     Thus, to go to the next level in your interaction with the Bible, you need to increase your grasp of knowledge, context, and significance.  Knowledge, remember, is a combination of information stored in the brain and the ability to recall that data.  So the first question is, “what do you know?”  Do you ever assess your Bible knowledge?  How many of the following questions can you answer correctly?  
1. What book of the Bible describes creation in detail?

2. Who did God instruct to build an ark to prepare for a great flood?

3. Which of the following occurred first:  a) Joseph gets sold into slavery by his brothers, b) God promises Abraham that his descendents would be as numerous as the sands on the seashore, c) God confuses the language of the people at the Tower of Babel, or d) Jesus turns water into wine at a wedding?
4. In what book, chapter, and verse is the phrase, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” found?

5. Who wrote Acts?
6. What four books are known as the Gospels?
7. What does 1 John 1:9 say?
8. What does Paul say is “of first importance” in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4?
9. What are the four types of soil that seed falls upon in the Parable of the Sower (Luke 8)?
10. List the fruit of the Spirit named in Galatians 5:22-23.

     To have knowledge might include the ability to recall the name of a person, an event or series of events.  It can be the ability to identify the author of a book.  An important component of biblical knowledge is the ability to quote a Bible verse.  And more importantly it is the ability to be able to find or quote a passage that has immediate application to a particular life circumstance.
     As you increase your knowledge base, it is important to expand your use of context.  To accomplish this you must study the Word.  This step goes beyond reading for retention and begins to ask key questions about the passage and message.  Who wrote it?  To whom was it written?  How does this text fit within the chapters that precede and follow?  How would the original readers have understood this passage?  What cultural issues would have guided the reader?  What can a more intentional look at the original language (Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek) help me understand?
     You will have to expand your bibliography beyond the Bible at this point.  While you can read the chapters which precede and follow a text and you can sometimes find information about authorship, dating, etc., you will need to have access to a good commentary (the College Press Commentary Series is an excellent option), Bible dictionary, and Bible atlas as you seek to dig deeper into the Word.
     When you gain knowledge and grasp the broader context in which that data rests, you can then begin to find significance in the message.  At that point you have the tools necessary to ask the next logical – and most important questions.  That is, “What does it mean to me and how can it positively affect my knowledge, attitudes, priorities, behaviors, and relationships?”
     Now what?  Find ways to increase your grasp of knowledge, context, and significance.  For each area, make a list of ways that you can pursue intentional growth.  What resources do you need to secure?  What changes in your reading and study habits do you need to make?  Establish clear goals and strategies that can help you maximize opportunities and overcome challenges.
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